
SUPPLEMENT NOT 
SUPPLANT UNDER 

ESSA



Supplement Not Supplant

The SNS test under ESSA focuses on and requires demonstration 
of the local education agency’s (LEA’s) methodology used to 
allocate Foundation Program and local funds (non-Federal) to each 
school receiving Title I assistance to ensure that it is receiving the 
same amount it would have received regardless of whether the 
school received Title I assistance.



ARE SNS REQUIREMENTS THE SAME AS COMPARABILITY 
REQUIREMENTS?

No.

■ Comparability requires that Foundation Program and local funds are used 
to provide services that, taken as a whole, are comparable between Title I 
and non-Title I schools. 

■ SNS requires LEAs to distribute Foundation Program and local funds to 
schools without taking into account a school’s participation in the Title I 
program. 

■ Though the source of funds for both fiscal tests are similar (i.e. Foundation 
Program and local funds), situations may occur where the LEA satisfies the 
requirements within one while failing those of the other.  



■ This stipulation does not mean that districts must allocate the 
same resources to all schools. Allocations might vary for a variety 
of reasons. 

 grade spans
 size
 educational programming
 student characteristics
 other factors

■ The key for SNS compliance is to ensure that any variations in 
allocations are not due to a school’s participation in Title I. 

Supplement not Supplant



The ALSDE is responsible for verifying that each LEA is in compliance with the 
demonstration requirements regarding SNS under ESSA. To ensure all LEAs in 
Alabama meet these requirements, each LEA will be required to submit the 
following:
a. An assurance stating the LEA is in compliance with the provisions of section 

1118(b)of ESSA;
b. An indication of the type of methodology the LEA has adopted and is 

implementing in regard to the allocation of Foundation Program and local 
funds (non-Federal) to all schools; and,

c. A narrative description of the methodology or a reference to the LEA’s 
Financial Transparency document in which the methodology is described.

Supplement not Supplant
Demonstration Process



The LEA is required to provide the demonstration requirements to the ALSDE one time for the 
duration of the Title I, Part A program under ESSA, unless the LEA adopts or implements a revised 
methodology for allocating Foundation Program and local funds (non-Federal) resources. 

Supplement not Supplant
Demonstration Process



Methodology 
and 
Demonstrations

Methodologies
■ Must address foundation 

program
■ Must address local units/funds

Demonstrations 
(Suggestions)

■ FY2018 Supplemental District 
Report

■ Spreadsheet



Methodology/
Narratives



Methodology/
Narratives



Two Components of 
Methodology/Narrative

■Foundation 
Units

■Local 
Units/Funds



Example of Good Supplement, Not Supplant 
Demonstration and Methodology 

Addresses state 
units (foundation 

program)

Addresses Local 
Units/Funds

Assurances were checked on the SNS form.





Supplement not Supplant 
(SNS)Demonstration Processes Due Date

■ All SNS Demonstrations and Methodologies were 
due on September 14, 2018

■ All LEAs submitted Demonstrations and 
Methodologies on time!!!!



Questions

Julie Turner, Ed.D.
Federal Programs
Jturner@alsde.edu
334-694-4529

mailto:Jturner@alsde.edu
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